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Advent

Advent is the beginning of the Church Year for
most churches in the Western tradition. It
begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas
Day, which is the Sunday nearest November
30, and ends on Christmas Eve (Dec 24). If
Christmas Eve is a Sunday, it is counted as the
fourth Sunday of Advent, with Christmas Eve
proper beginning at sundown. Originally, the
Advent season was a time of strict fasting,
observed in anticipation of the festival
marking the birth of Jesus Christ. Christians
believe that Advent is a time to prepare our
hearts for Christ, just as we prepare our
homes for Christmas.
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Report from Peckville’s Finance Chairman
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REJOICE, that the immortal God is born, so
that mortal man may live in eternity. Jan
Huss

Bradley Memorial United Methodist Women
news

The Bradley Memorial UMW have been very busy!!! On
October 13, 07, we held our first major fund raising project,
a Spaghetti supper. With the aid of donations from within
our church family, and wonderful, willing volunteers, we
were able to realize a profit of just over $ 1,000.00 . We
were all ecstatic, knowing that our hard work will GREATLY
aid Bradley Memorial with our ongoing expenses. On
October 20, Pastor Sharon and Heather Newton attended
the Wyoming Conference Seminar at South Gibson, PA. At
this meeting, we completed 2 of the 5 points of the UMW
Star, by honoring Pastor Sharon and memorializing Mabel
Longworth with the lighting of 2 special candles. October
21, was Laity Sunday, and Nancy McLain, conducted the
worship service, and Heather Newton read the Scripture.
We also decided to honor George Parker, and our honoree
was very surprised when he heard the announcement, and
extremely surprised to notice that his wife Bonnie, her
sister, and his sister, Marge and her husband, had come
into the congregation while his back was to them playing the
piano! After the service, a brunch was enjoyed in George's
honor, and we presented him with a gift, thanking him for all
he does for Bradley Memorial.

We completed the third point of the UMW Star, by planning
a Calendar project. We had so much fun counting steps in
our houses, earrings, windows, pets, ties, hats, etc. and
then adding up the pennies, nickels, and dimes to be sent
for the World Thank Offering. In November, we held
another fund raising project by hosting a Home and Garden
Party. Along with the great refreshments, we had a fun time
and raised money for the Church while enjoying fellowship.
We were able to complete the fourth point of the Star by
sending our pledge to the Scranton District, for Missions.

Our December projects include-purchasing elegant, cracked
glass hurricane lamps for the windows in our Sanctuary to
be lit in Honor/Memorial of Loved Ones, and lit on
December 23, and 24th. We will also be offering
Poinsettias for the same. On December 11, we will be
having a much deserved, sit down Christmas dinner and
Party at Anna Maria's in Dunmore. For the New Year, we
will be discussing fund raiser ideas to continue our work for
our church, through Christ.



We, the Bradley Memorial UMW, wish for you and your
loved ones a Blessed Advent season, and a Healthy and
Happy New Year.
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Advent is marked by a spirit of expectation, of
anticipation, of preparation, of longing. There is a
yearning for deliverance from the evils of the world,
first expressed by Israelite slaves in Egypt as they
cried out from their bitter oppression. It is the cry of
those who have experienced the tyranny of injustice in
a world under the curse of sin, and yet who have hope
of deliverance by a God who has heard the cries of
oppressed slaves and brought deliverance!
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The circle of the wreath reminds us of God
Himself, His eternity and endless mercy,
which has no beginning or end. The green of
the wreath speaks of the hope that we have in
God, the hope of newness, of renewal, of
eternal life. Candles symbolize the light of
God coming into the world through the birth
of His son. The four outer candles represent
the period of waiting during the four Sundays
of Advent, which themselves symbolize the
four centuries of waiting between the prophet
Malachi and the birth of Christ.

The light of the candles itself becomes an
important symbol of the season. The light
reminds us that Jesus is the light of the world
that comes into the darkness of our lives to
bring newness, life, and hope. It also reminds
us that we are called to be a light to the
world as we reflect the light of God's grace to
others (Isa 42:6). The progression in the
lighting of the candles symbolizes the various
aspects of our waiting experience. As the
candles are lighted over the four week period,
it also symbolizes the darkness of fear and
hopelessness receding and the shadows of sin
falling away as more and more light is shed
into the world. The flame of each new candle
reminds the worshippers that something is
happening, and that more is yet to come.
Finally, the light that has come into the world
is plainly visible as the Christ candle is
lighted at Christmas, and worshippers rejoice
over the fact that the promise of long ago has
been realized.
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4 ) Bethlehem and Golgotha, the Manger
and the Cross, the birth and the
E death, must always be seen together.
$ . J. Sidlow Baxter.
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. $79 6666 When you affirm big, believe big,
and pray big, bog things happen.
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